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English Language Instruction for Young Learners



m English Instruction = Community and Ministry
shifts to Grade 1 in: of Education support
- drives the shift, because

Early language learning
gives pupils more time to

= become proficient
- Language learning
. strategies prepare pupils

for later school success

Pupils learn about their
own culture through a
different lens






i Communities set parameters for

English Instruction




Interests and “need to know” motivate learning

YL learn best when physical needs are met and
they feel psychologically safe

YL begin to use logic to under stand things they
have seen or heard during the stage of Piaget’f
Concrete Operations (age 6-11)

YL make meaning through interactions with
others and the environment




Developmentally and culturally
appropriate play provides opportunities
for exploration, experimentation and
manipulation

Able to engage the interests of the YL

Build upon their knowledge base In
their home language in order to make
sense of the new language

Align with standards and goals set by
the community

Focus on educating the whole child




A Frame for Designing English
Programs for Young Learners

Community




m  Curriculum reviewed: m Other Comprehensive
Sources

m Data collection
Standards
Functions
Grammar
Vocabulary and Themes



Standards

@ Common standards
focused on:

Information
exchange

Describing
experience

- Vocabulary

Text
comprehension

Conversation




m Can ask and answer guestions about
themselves and other people, where
they live, people they know things they
have.

m  The pupils demonstrate ability to
Introduce self and others.

m Can deal with practical everyday
demands: finding out and passing on
straightforward factual information.

.




m /00-750 lexical items

m Has a sufficient vocabulary for the
expression of basic communicative
needs.

m Understands formulaic expressions.

m Pupils are able to use about 600-700
English words and 50 phrases or
expressions.




Functions

= m Frequently used
functions:
Express facts

= Greetings
Express time

EXpress
preference

Naming Colors




Grammar

. Commonly taught
grammar:

Interrogative
sentences
beginning with
WH-words

- Prepositions
Adjectives
Conjunctions

Present tense







i Instruction for the Whole Child




i Instruction —

The Cycle of Learning




Balance with a focus on the
Young Learner!

Community

Curriculum & Instructio
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